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Another Hudson Film Festival
completed and the Film Society
Committee led by Clint Ward has
outdone themselves with their
presentation of popular films, new
short works and guests. Clint writes
about the history of the festival, this
year’s films and the young film
makers evening starting on page 1.

Speaking of films, the sequel
to "Home Alone” recently finished
filming in Hudson and James Parry
has it covered in “Parrydise” starting
on page 6. His column gives his take
on other noteworthy community
events and interesting people,
specifically the members of new
band “The Breeze,” page 12.

With the closure of the Barn
Owls behind the old Leggs building,
Hudson Gallery Plus has become the
only gallery in town where local
artists can show their work. The
gallery re-opened after a mid-winter
break with over 20 local artists
represented.

Hudson residents might
recognize the names of artists such
as Susan Jephcott, Solange
Villeneuve and Gisele Lapalme.
Sculptors include Rosalie Levi and
Normand St-Vincent. Louise Seguin
displays her jewelry and Agnes Zoni
has ceramic pieces and new porce-
lain ear rings and brooches on a
musical theme. Gallery regulars such
as Joan Salter with large oil can-
vases, Rogin Grinnell with her pastel
landscapes and Hanie Blais Durand
with wild-life water colours are also
represented. Arts Hudson columnists

16. The groups rent the Community

Centre and the St. James Church Hall
respectively to aalow their members

to exhibit some of their works.

The Library Store receives
donations of many works of art from
private collections, estates and
artists. They sell these works once a
year at the Community Centre to
raise money for the operation of the
War Memorial Library and other local
charities. Images of some of the
paintings to be sold and other sale
details on page 10.

Kathryn Lamb introduces the
new Village Theatre professional
season and writes about the
upcoming Hudson Players Club
production of “The Full Monty.” Village
Theatre Artistic Director Dean
Fleming has programmed four plays
on the subject of Love, starting with
“The Blonde, the Brunette and the
Vengeful Redhead” in Aoril. The other
three shows are scheduled over the
summer and into the fall.

The Chamber Music Series has
its last concert on March 22nd and
Steve Ambler writes about the
Diderot String Quartet, which will be
performing at St. James Church Hall.
A great way to spend a musical
Sunday afternoon.

As we wait for spring, Hudson
residents interested in the arts have
a number of other developments to
consider. Greenwood has appointed
a new director, Geneviéve Grenier,
who will be organizing her first
season. Lynda Clouette MacKay of
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James Parry and Vivianne LaRiviere
have some of their works on display
and Vivianne has an interesting
exploration of the influence of colour
on our lives on page 9.

the Hudson Music Festival says the
Town of Hudson Arts Council is busy
working on a cultural policy for the
town and the future of Wyman
Church is still up in the air, although
many people would love to see it as
an arts centre. The St. Patrick’s Day
parade is coming up and the
Cunningham building may have a
new restaurant occupant just in time
for the parade. Hudson is never
boring.

For Hudson art lovers, other
periodic opportunities to acquire art
are the exhibitions of the local artists
groups and what has become an
annual art sale run by the War

Calendar: Memorial Library Store.

March - page 17
April - page 18
May - page 19
June - page 20

The times and details of the
spring exhibitions for the Hudson [ . i
Artists Association and the Lake of FH”JI t/i.*_‘ng___Mﬂ'
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Canadian Cinema

Notes on the Hudson Film Festival, just past

by Clint Ward

Cinema in Canada has a long
history but in many ways a short
acceptance. Ask the average film going
person to name a Canadian film of
note and you might get an answer like
Goin’ Down The Road which was a
1970 film directed by Don Shebib. The
film was completed on a minuscule
budget by today’s standards but it is
generally regarded as one of the most
influential Canadian films of the past 50
years. The Kingston Canadian Film
Festival honoured the 50" anniversary
this year by screening the film and
having Don Shebib introduce it.

The first films that were shot in
Canada were made at Niagara Falls by
the pioneer Frenchmen, the Lumiér
Brothers in 1896. James Freer, a
farmer from Manitoba, was the first
Canadian filmmaker. His documentaries
were shown as early as 1897 and
toured England as, Ten Years in Mani-
toba to promote immigration to that
province. The first fiction film was,
Hiawatha, the Messiah of the Ojibway
in 1903. Evangeline, was produced in
1913 and shot in Nova Scotia.

Many of us are aware that in
1938, the Canadian Government
invited John Grierson, a British film-
maker to study film in our country and
this led to the formation of the National
Film Board of Canada. It played a big
part in the production of World War II
propaganda films but the National Film
Act of 1950 detailed the mandate, “to
interpret Canada to Canadians and to
other nations.” In the late 1950s,
Québécois filmmakers at the NFB
pioneered the documentary process
called cinema vérité or “direct cinema.’

I grew up with NFB films in the
1940s but for the most part my
broader movie experience was of the
Hollywood type. It was only in the
1960s and beyond that I became
aware, with films that I would have to
read, that the art of the moving image
could exist past the shores of the great
Nation to the south of us. The
embrace of films from across the seas
became part of the programing when a
small group of locals formed the
Hudson Film Society in 2006. In 2008
the Society began staging a yearly
Festival and in 2010 added a yearly

Documentary Festival as well. It was in
2016 that the decision was made to
amalgamate the two events into one
and devote the entire programing to
Canadian Content.

There is a theory called cultural
cringe when a considerable number of
our citizens dismiss all Canadian films as
inherently inferior to what I call Holly-
wood Central. This is not really con-
nected to reality as there are many
critically accepted films that have been
made in our country. But the cringe
theory presents a very big hurdle to our
annual Hudson Film Festival and in our
first year I heard comments like, “why
just Canadian films?” Well my answer is,
because they are damn good.

Beginning as The Hudson Festival
of Canadian Film, it has now become
simply The Hudson Film Festival and
the 2020 edition marks the 5% outing
of celebrating Canadian Film. In the
varied programming of the past 4
years, 40 Canadian Films have been
screened and there were many high-
lights. In 2018 many of us, along with
the director Eric Ruel, relived the excite-
ment of Expo 67 with a film that
detailed the enormous challenge of
staging one of the best World Fairs
ever. 2018 could be marked with two
extraordinary guests, the former mayor
of Gander illuminating the film You Are
Here: A Come From Away Story or the
Mohawk actor, Wahiakeron George
featured in the film, Hochelaga: Land of
Souls. Not stopping there because a
film written and produced by Kyle
Gregor-Pearse, Death of a Travelling
Life Insurance Salesman was so
popular we
had to organ-
ize a second
screening.

Wednesday
March 4
marked the
opening of the
5t edition of
the Hudson
Film Festival
and the day
began with a
very impor-
tant event

leading to the opening evening film. In
our 2™ year we added an evening of
emerging filmmakers and their short
films and called it Ben’s Night in honour
of a brilliant young filmmaker, Ben
McKinnon who left us way too young.
Because this year it occurred in the
afternoon the name was changed to
Ben’s Screening Room. 10 young
filmmakers were inspired by Ben and
the opportunity to present their pro-
gram of films, 5 of which were
animations to an audience. To show
what their talent could lead to, the
program finished with an Academy
Award nominated short film. Montrealer
Meryam Joobeur’s film, Brotherhood
was applauded loudly.

Peter Raymont spent 3 years at
the NFB and then 40 years ago founded
White Pine Pictures in Toronto. This
successful and veteran producer intro-
duced the opening film, Once Were
Brothers: Robbie Robertson and the
Band. An interesting Q & A was held
after the film which led to a Gala Recep-
tion on the Hudson Village Theatre

(continued on page 2)
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Canadian Cinema
continued from page 1

Stage full of enthralled film fans.

Thursday was the time for a
good sport film and, The Grizzlies
didn’t disappoint proving that the game
of Lacrosse could work magic for the
students of the small community of
Kugluktuk, Nunavut. It was based on a

by Robert Hmvetﬁ
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Tranzlated by Morwyn Brehner

AUGUST 6-23

page 2

true story and directed by Miranda de
Pencier who won the 2018 Directors
Guild of Canada award for Best Direc-
tion in a Feature Film.

A little bit of Canadian history
greeted the audience for the Friday
afternoon film, Design Canada. The
lesson was
from the
point of view
of how
graphic
design
shaped
Canada’s
identity and
defined
modern
Canada with
icons and
symbols such
as the
Canadian
Flag, the
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Design Canada

Centennial logo and those of the NFB,
CBC, CN Rail, Air Canada, Roots,
Montreal Expos and the 1976 Montreal
Olympics. It was an interesting point of
view.

(continued on page 4)
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Hudson Gallery Plus Re-Opening

Local art gallery re-opens with a new works
vernissage after a winter break

Hudson Gallery Plus took advantage of a midwinter break to frame
more Markgraf prints and to bring in new artists from the Hudson and
surrounding area. A good crowd turned out to sample hors d’ouvres by
LeBaron Catering and sip bubbly while admiring the new works.

The gallery has kept some of the large, impressive sculptures by
Rosalie Levi and added new paintings by Susan Jephcott, new pen and ink
drawings by James Parry and Chris Hall, and new porcelain jewelery by
Agnes Zoni.

New paintings by Montreal artist Marine Zuloyan and by Joan Salter
are also on display as well as jewelery by Louise Seguin and Charles
Becker. Poetry books by Hudson poets and Rod Hodgson’s book on Barns
are also available from the gallery.

Abstract Markgraf prints have been surprisingly popular and the
gallery has framed a number of prints featuring fading and interlocking
stripes and spheres of striking colour combinations. The gallery is open 10
to 5, Wednesdays through Sundays at 448 Main Road.

T ——
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Canadian Cinema
continued from page 2

Canada did submit a film for
consideration of the Academy Awards
and that was Friday evening’s
Antigone, which was accepted for
consideration but didn't make it into
the final list (photograph below). Shot
in Montreal and directed by Sophie
Deraspe it was an adaptation of the
ancient Greek play by Sophocles. The
films transposed the story to a modern
day immigrant family in Montreal.

Saturday’s first film was at 11am
and the late start was a help for the
brave pass holders taking in all 10
films. Brotherhood, directed by Meryam
Joobeur of Montreal did make it into
the final Oscar’s list in the category of
Best Live Action Short Film. It explores
the tensions within a Tunisian family
when a man who has been away for
several years returns home with a new
Syrian wife who wears a full nigab,
igniting his fathers suspicions that his
son has been working for the Islamic
State in Iraq. The audience delivered
their agreement that the film deserved
it's Academy Award inclusion.

What happens when a university
student fakes a cancer diagnosis for
the attention and financial gain and
then gets caught up in having to
maintain her lie. That was the story of
White Lie, featuring a knock out
performance by Kacey Rohl. The film
certainly deserved being listed as one
the top 10 Canadian films of 2019.

Two excellent guests introduced
the final films of Saturday and the first
up was Murray McLauchlan who shared
some of the experiences of the 4.00
pm film’s subject. Gordon Lightfoot: If

you could Read My Mind is an explora-
tion of the career, music, and influence
of legendary Canadian musical icon
Gordon Lightfoot. The documentary
follows Lightfoot’s evolution from
Christian choirboy to troubled trouba-
dour to international star and beloved
Canadian performer. The large audience
was certainly entertained. They came
for the music and it was there to
satisfy them.

In her career, Denise
Donlon crossed paths with
Leonard Cohen through
interviews on MuchMusic
and then as the head of
Sony Music Canada. She
was the perfect person to
introduce, Marian and
Leonard: Words of Love
and was our first choice to
visit Hudson and illuminate
the experience of the film.
A lengthy Q & A followed
and many of the thrilled
audience members in-
dulged in one on one discussions with
Denise and Murray during the second
On Stage Reception. It was a late
night.

If you are organizing a film
festival how lucky can you be when
your closing day falls on a very impor-
tant world day. March 8, every year, is
International Women’s Day and so the
challenge was to schedule the perfect
two films. The first was way off the
radar but it was a top 10 Canadian Film
based on a play devised by two
women who played the lead role on
stage. Patricia Rozema, one of Cana-
da’s celebrated directors, then put the
story on film with the same two

actresses. Does it get better than that?
Mouthpiece is a story about a daughter
and a mother reflecting women'’s
experiences in the time of now. The
audience certainly accepted this power-
ful film exploring the contemporary
lives of women.

A festival has to come to an end
and so we arrived at Sunday'’s last film.
I saw this film along with several other
members of the Hudson Film Society
at TIFF and we immediately agreed it
should be shared with a Hudson audi-
ence. Would they appreciate it as much
as we did? The answer to that question
was apparent when the credits rolled
for, And The Birds Rained Down (pho-
tograph below). Directed by Louise
Archambault it is one of the best
Quebec films of 2019.

All that was left of the Hudson
Film Festival 2020 was the celebration
dinner at Le Cozy Café just a few steps
to the south of the theatre. The room
was full, the food was tasty and the
wine brought forth the organizers
pledge to make it even better in 2021.
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Hudson Village Theatre Unveils a Season of Love

by Kathryn Lamb

The Hudson Village Theatre has
unveiled its upcoming 2020 season, and
the overarching theme this year will be

.. LOVE! Romantic love, family love, jeal-
ous love, unrequited love, the theatre is
planning to explore many of the varia-
tions and permutations of this endlessly
complex emotion. Dean Patrick Fleming,
the theatre’s creative director, has cho-
sen four plays that should keep us en-
tertained from April until November.

The season opens with "The
Blonde, the Brunette and the Vengeful
Redhead”, a one-woman show featur-
ing the amazing Leni Parker (known to
us from last summer’s production of
Marion Bridge). In this play, which is
described as a murder-mystery com-
edy and which was written by Austral-

" 1k 1
Fobert HEMI'EI'.'I‘. [ Terpi=b iy Dy Fortrach Fleming

Brian Dooley, Pauline Little and
Kathleen Stavert and recounts how
Anthony, a solitary introverted farmer,
becomes the love object of Rosemary,
the spinster next door.

Strawberries in January (August
6 to 23) is a story that is closer to
home. Originally written in French by
Governor General’'s Award-winning
playwright Evelyne de la Cheneliere,
and translated by Governor General
winner Morwyn Brebner, it follows four
single women as they search for love.

The play uses flashbacks that
give two intertwined love stories the
cinematic feel of a vintage French film.
It stars Quincy Armorer, Lucinda Davis,
Mike Payette and Warona Setshwaelo,

Q)
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The Guardian calls it “one of the
funniest plays you’ll ever see about
depression — and possibly one of the
funniest plays you'll ever see, full stop.”
Daniel Brochu (HVT Art 2018) stars in
this play which is directed by Dean
Patrick Fleming.

And now that our creative
director has moved out of the city and
become a true Hudsonite, he is in an
even stronger position to encourage
us, in his own words, to support our
theatre and anticipate the upcoming
season ... .

From the HVT press release,
Dean Fleming: "I am so eager to
welcome the great and talented artists
that will be in Hudson over the next 9
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ian playwright Robert Hewett, she
plays seven characters including a pre-
school boy, a forty-five-year-old man
and a ninety-year-old woman. It will be
directed by Dean Patrick Fleming.

In July, award winning director
Micheline Chevrier will direct Outside
Mullingar, a play written by Pullitzer
Prize winning author John Patrick
Shanley. It is a story grounded in rural
Ireland and written by a New Yorker.
This quirky tale of age and longing stars

JULY 3-19

and will be directed by Dean Patrick
Fleming.

Lastly, the season closes with
another solo show, Duncan Macmillan’s
Every Brilliant Thing (October 22 to
November 3). A seven-year-old boy,
whose mother suffers from depression
and has attempted suicide, draws up a
list of things to cherish about life. He
hopes to help her get better, and as he
grows older, the list gets longer.
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months. The only thing that tops my
excitement is knowing how much the
audiences will love watching them all
tell the great stories we have coming
up. Funny? Absolutely ... but I promise
you more than just funny. Once again,
this year we bring you some great
writing that will have you engage with
the incredible characters you will meet.
I invite you to join us for a truly
incredible season of high-level theatre.
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