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Art’'s Hudson
by Art MacDonald.

The Hudson Arts Scene is
becoming more lively as new
initiatives flourish and existing
events become bigger or better.
Some of the spaces that have
been for rent are filling up and
there are lots of plans for spring
and summer.

The Hudson Arts Council is
up and running although they are
still looking for one member to fill
one of the positions. Mayor Jamie
Nichols gives some background
and the purpose of the council
while James Parry writes more
about its mandate. Ideally the
council will become another way
the arts and culture in Hudson can
be promoted and expanded.

The Players Club spring
production this year is a stage
version of Ken Kesey’s book, “One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.”
Kesey’s themes are often anti-
authoritarian and this story has a
particularly ominous twist. Kathryn
Lamb spoke with the director and
has more details in this issue. Of
course, Kesey might be having us
on. After all, cuckoos don’t buuild
nests.

Another successful film
festival for the Hudson Film Soci-
ety. The Festival is now simply
called the Hudson Film Festival but
it still highlights Canadian Films.
Organizer Clint Ward writes about
the films and the festival guests
that graced the festival this year.
Read about festival highlights such
as the visit by the mayor of Gan-
der, Newfoundland, the screening
of a locally made work or the epic
film about Montreal, “Hochelaga.”

Also in this issue, we have
details about the coming Village
Theatre professional summer
season. It's new artistic director
Dean Fleming’s first time program-
ming a season of shows at Village
Theatre and there is a great mix of
well-known hits and more obscure
gems. Find out what’s playing and
get your tickets early because
they will be in short supply this
summer.

The Music Club has just
completed their run of “Drowsy
Chaperone” at Village Theatre and
the theatre has a number of
musical events planned for the
spring. At the beginning of May,
the theatre is also mounting Neil
Simon’s “Rumors” as a theatre
fundraiser - the show will be
directed by Hudson Players Club
veteran Steve Walters.

A couple of years ago local
writer James Parry surprised
everyone including himself by
starting to draw wild and wonder-
ful images of, as he put it, “fantas-
tic fauna, creative critters, fear-
some fish etc.” After selling many
works privately, he was featured in
a re-opening vernissage at Hudson
Gallery Plus.

Awesome alliteration aside,
Parry’s pen and ink drawings are
detailed black and white patterns
that, on closer inspection, yield
images of all kinds of animals,
birds, fish and, always, at least
one mouse.

Of course we cover the final
chamber music concert and bring
you a retrospective of the last
Panto, which was unique in many
ways. Vivianne’s column deals
lyrically with her piano and James
writes about rocking horses and
sculptors. Hudson’s two artist
groups are planning their annual
spring exhibitions, the Hudson
Artists at the Community Centre
and the Lake of Two Mountains
Artists Association at St. James
Church.

And speaking of the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade (well, now we
are), it is coming up. Our Back
Page feature shows a small British
parade transplanted to a street of
Rome during the Roman Empire.
Looking at the painting, I try to
visualize the Hudson St. Patrick’s
Day Parade transplanted to such a
street. Perhaps a subject for a
future Back Page.
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Hudson Launches Arts and Culture Council
Working with the administration
to help build a better economy for the community

by James Parry

"Yu've gotta have heart

All you really need is heart

When the odds are sayin

You'll never win

That's when the grin should start”

Hard to believe perhaps, but it
has been 65 years since it seems just
about everyone in North America was
warbling the above lyrics following the
debut of one of the most successful
Broadway musicals ever, Damn
Yankees. Well, substitute the word art
for heart and you've gotta admit that
our little town of Hudson has it in
spades!

For decades. Hudsonites have
been excelling in virtually every facet
of the visual and performing arts -
much of it on a purely volunteer basis
- reflecting a rich culture that has been
supported and enjoyed not only by
local residents but also by visitors from
far and wide. But never has it been
really recognized and promoted as a
single entity that can build an economy
for the benefit of all. Until now!

Welcome to the Arts,
Recreation & Culture Council of
Hudson (ARCCH) formally
established this last February and
which you are going to be hearing a lot
more about in the coming weeks and
months.

Its mandate? To assist the Town
in developing a cultural plan for our
community, complete with mapping of
cultural resources and strategic advice
for Council on culture matters.

Its mission? To advise on all
matters cultural in order to build a
sustainable community that fosters
positive change through creativity and
innovation. Also to provide the policy
and planning foundations for a healthy,
vibrant and engaged citizenry who use
arts and culture to build community
and place.

Its vision? Intertwined and in
partnership with the French-speaking
and Indigenous communities of our

region, it will be
the cultural
expression and
dynamic force for
the English-
speaking
community of
Vaudreuil-
Soulanges.

Explains
Mayor Jamie
Nicholls, "We are
very exited about
this most positive
initiative as ARCCH
will assist us in
keeping culture a
priority for our
town and the
recommendations
that stem from it
will assist the
Town Council to
integrate our
culture into all their
decisions as well as
to make Hudson a
place where artists
and creative people
feel at home.
What's more, the
way we have set
up the council, its
vision, mission
and mandate, is
to ensure that we
maximize
potential for
funding from
federal and
provincial bodies."

“The way we have set up the council, its vision,
mission and mandate, is to ensure that we maximize
potential for funding from federal and provincial
bodies.”

Jamie Nicholls, Mayor of Hudson

pleasure in getting things done and I'm
so much looking forward to working
with them and moving the culture
dossier forward."

Adds Nicholls, "Any town that
wants to build an economy on culture
as a main element, however, requires
a cultural plan. Hudson has never had
one. We know that we have a lot to
offer and we need such a plan,
specifically for culture, that tells us
how to become the cultural hub that
we really desire to be. And I'm
delighted that the people who have
stepped forward have so much
experience and expertise to share. It is
an action-oriented group that takes

The mayor also has nothing but
praise for the previous Ed Prévost
administration that he says set the
foundation for putting culture at the
centre of the town's future. Says
Nicholls, "One of the central elements
to their strategic plan was 'Where the
arts meet nature'. They consulted the
population widely and a great majority

(continued on page 2)
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continued

of voices wanted to see culture given
its due as an important element of our
economy and expression of our
identity as a town. So we have a lot to
build on. We're certainly not starting
from scratch.”

He also stresses that the new
entity will not incur any expenses
right now other than the presence of
three town officers comprising himself
and Councillors Helen Kurgansky
(District 1, Como) and Barbara
Robinson (District 4, Fairhaven) who
represent the Town and the occasional
snack and coffee budget for its
monthly working sessions to be held
at Halcro Cottage.

Explains Nicholls, "In essence,
the way it will work is similar to that
of crown corporations which are
created by government but managed
at arms-length. This means that the
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28 Wharf Rd, Hudson, QC | 450 458 5361 | www.villagetheatre.ca

government doesn't interfere with
their day-to-day operations. We're not
there yet though. The Arts and Culture
Council is starting off strictly as an
advisory body to council. And the idea
is that, in the future, it will eventually
become its own entity that raises its
own capital for its operating budget."

In researching this article, I was
fascinated to learn that Jamie Nicholls
is himself a talented artist in
photography having lived in Istanbul,
Turkey, from 1998 to 2003 and
where he exhibited at the French
Cultural Centre because of their
entente with Quebec.

"Having worn two hats over the
years, that of an artist and that of an
elected politician at both the federal
and now municipal level, I want to
lend a hand to young artists in our
midst by providing leadership in the
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cultural sector, says Nicholls. "And not
only in terms of readily identifiable art
forms such as photography, painting,
theatre, sculpture, music, writing, and
so much more, but also in what I like
to describe as intangible assets which
are not necessarily manifest in
physical form. They include stories
and legends, shared beliefs, customs
and rituals, as well as digital cultural
expression and historical heritage. For
example, the stories and exploits of
the many Air Canada pilots who made
their home and raised their families in
Hudson. This is something that
Hudson can be proud of and is worth
preserving, promoting, and sharing
with the world."

Dean Patrick Fleming

A story of Heroism, Wit,
Sacrifice & Song
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One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, by Ken Kesey
Produced by the Hudson Players Club, directed by Donna Byrne

Article by Kathryn Lamb

Three geese in a flock..

One flew east

One flew west

One flew over the Cuckoo's nest....
(Children's rhyme and schoolyard
chant)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest, a novel written by American
author Ken Kesey, was published in
1962, and almost immediately turned
into a Broadway play (1963) by Dale
Wasserman. The film version (1975)
directed by Milos Forman won all five of
the top Academy Awards that year.

Who would have thought that a
story about a group of inmates in a
mental institution would achieve such
popularity? But it did. And now, the
Hudson Players Club and director
Donna Byrne are bringing the play to
the Hudson Village Theatre from April 4
to 14.

In the words of the director, "I
chose this play because I was capti-
vated by the subject matter and the
colorful, intense characters. This drama
took me on a journey of tears & laugh-
ter. It kept me on the edge of my seat".

Randle McMurphy (David
Anderson) is a clever, charming and
calculating felon, confined to an Oregon
penal institution, who decides that the
physical workload might be less if he
can get himself transferred to the state
mental hospital. There, he finds himself
among a sad but quirky group of male
inmates, bullied,
infantilized and H!
numbed into a T
robotic state.
There is less work
here, for sure,
but no freedom
either of action,
or of thought, or
of ideas or asso-
ciation. The
authority lies
within the iron
fist of the frozen,
emotionless
Nurse Ratched
(Lisa Vindasius).
She is backed up

by a couple of bullying aides and a
passively intellectual doctor (Simon
Coté).

The other inmates represent a
full range of age, personality, pathol-
ogy and degree of sadness. They see
themselves as powerless, but their
dialogue is not bleak, and is over-
flowing with subversive humour.

There are sixteen cast mem-
bers, and not one of them is a
caricature. The cunning and
mischievious McMurphy cannot help
but attempt to plot schemes to
create fun, and undermine the status
quo represented by Nurse Ratched
and her minions. He tries a plea of
democracy to change the hour of the
work bee, so that the patients can
watch the World Series on TV. He
survives a session of electric shock
treatment, and creates a friendship
with a tall indigenous inmate reputed
to be deaf and dumb (eloquently
played by Nick Fontaine). And finally,
he orchestrates a party with a few
surprise guests - of the female and
lusty variety - as a gift to his fellow
inmates.

But the status quo is a tough
force to uproot. And although crea-
tivity is its greatest threat, the battle
is not always fair. The conclusion of
this play, and the resolution, if you
can call it that, is shocking, and has
to be experienced.

I watched a rehearsal of this
play, and was mesmerized. The cast
appears to have great chemistry, and
is working hard to develop their roles.
The title is taken from a rather myste-
rious nursery rhyme quoted above,
and it is fair to say that the cuckoo's
nest is the mental institution, and that
Randle McMurphy is the goose that
flew over, indeed got trapped in it.

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest, although several decades old, is
not afraid to ask big questions. What is
society allowed to do to people and
take away from people to protect them
and to protect ourselves? Again, in the
director's words, "Talking openly about
mental illness breaks down social
stigma and creates public awareness.
All the characters in the play are like
you and me except that somewhere
along their journey something broke
inside of them. Taking the blanket of
shame away is a huge step forward".

Once again, the Hudson Players
Club has taken on a challenging play, a
classic. But sophisticated audiences
here have come to recognize and
expect quality performances from this
group. For tickets or information,
contact

hudsonplayersclub.ca

or call 438-923-6828.

Photograph by Valerie Provost
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Sterling Guests Featured
at the 4th Hudson Film Festival

byClint Ward

The annual Hudson cinema

adventure began on Wednesday Febru-

ary 27 with a documentary detailing
the extreme situation facing the 9000
inhabitants of Gander, Newfoundland.
The terrorist activity of 9/11 caused
the entire airspace over the United
States to be shut down and hundreds
of airplanes flying the North Atlantic
had to immediately head for the
nearest airport not in the US.

Gander was the landing spot for
38 wide body jets containing some
9000 passengers and crew needing
shelter and food for an undetermined
number of days. This, in a town boast-
ing only 500 hotel rooms! Hudson
Festival organizers thought inviting the
mayor of the time to illuminate how
this almost impossible challenge was
met would add veracity and interest to
the opening day.

Mayor Claude Elliott introducing
the Come from Away film
Photograph by Vivianne LaRiviere
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Mayor Claude Elliott accepted
the invitation and came to our com-
munity on the evening of February
26. The following day he attended the
regular monthly lunch of an organiza-
tion of retired airline pilots who had
all experienced Gander Airport in
their careers. He arrived at the
Village theatre shortly before the
2:00 pm opening and delivered an
excellent introduction to You Are
Here: A Come From Away Story.

Following the astounding
history the film presented, he an-
swered all the questions the audience
asked. He admitted to seeing the
musical Come from Away 38 times
and delivering his explanation of the
5 days at least 200 times. He re-
peated the performance again for the
evening show and continued his
conversations during the Gala recep-
tion that followed. There couldn't
have been a more perfect guest.

On Thursday afternoon there
was a chance to see a cinema version
of a very famous Canadian play called
Drawer Boy. The acting was very
good and it was clear the adaptation
came from a play. It will be on the
Village Theatre stage in July giving
viewers a comparison opportunity.

Thursday evening is called
Ben's Night in honour of a young
filmmaker that left us before his
talent was fully realized. The evening
is always devoted to short films by
young filmmakers of any age, and the
program was filled with cinematic
gems. The evening voting deemed
that a lovely heartfelt film titled Celia
Found directed by Rowena Woods was
awarded first position.

The awe that mountainous
landscapes evoke is universal and
Friday afternoon brought that forth
via the big screen with the B.C. film,
This Mountain Life. The film described
a bitterly cold 2300-kilometer ski trek
from Canada to Alaska through the
treacherous Coastal Mountains
completed by a young woman and
her 60-year-old mother. Their adven-
ture was interspersed with portraits
of high-altitude human endurance:

Mohawk Actor Wahiakeron George
Photograph Vivianne LaRiviere

the gripping story of an avalanche
burial; a group of nuns who inhabit a
mountain retreat to be closer to God;
an impassioned alpinist; a focused
snow artist; and a couple who has
been living off grid in the mountains
for nearly 50 years. This Mountain Life
was a riveting examination of human
passion set high in the peaks of British
Columbia.

The showpiece of Friday was the
evening screening of the third col-
laboration between award-winning
photographer Edward Burtynsky and
acclaimed filmmakers Jennifer
Baichwal and Nicholas de Pencier.
Spanning numerous countries, the film
revealed in stunning images how our
mania for conquest defines our rela-
tionship to the Earth - and
Anthropocene: The Human Epoch was
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a mesmerizing and disturbing rumina-
tion on what drives us as a species,
and a call to wake up to the destruc-
tion caused by our dominance.

The film was followed by an
audience discussion led by Hudson's
Mayor, Jamie Nichols and Ryan Young,
a Municipal Councillor from Sainte-
Anne de-Bellevue who chairs their
Advisory Committee on Environment.

Saturday saw a program of 4
films making it a challenge only for
the cinematic brave ones. Beginning
at 10:30 am with Falls Around Here
and ending with Stan & Ollie, the day
also included two other remarkable
films.

Wayne Gretzky earned the
nickname "The Great One" and that
moniker reflects his approach to the
game of hockey, his artistry, and his
intuition on the ice. He's one of few
people who can honestly claim to be
the best in his profession.

Sports might be the starting
point for the conversations during In
Search of Greatness, directed by Gabe
Polsky, but the implications of the
documentary translate to virtually any
field. By having the best of the best
reflect upon their roads to glory, the
doc asks how one defines success in
one's respective field and how one
achieves that goal. Every Wayne
Gretzky in hockey finds a Meryl Streep

Kyle Gregor-Pearse

Photograph Vivianne LaRiviere

in acting, every Pelé in soccer has an
Alice Munro in literature, and for every
Jerry Rice in football, there's a Duke
Ellington in composing.

The highlight of the day was the
screening of a feature dramatic film by
a young Hudson actor who wrote and
produced it largely by tenacious
talent, ambition and fortitude. So
many came to see Death of a Travel-
ling Life Insurance Salesman that a
second showing of the film had to
follow the first screening. Fortunately
there was just enough time between
the third and fourth films of the day.
DOTLIS garnered the Festival's Audi-
ence Favourite award.

A very pleasant surprise was the
Sunday film, The Fireflies are Gone
directed by Sébastien Pilote. The film,
featuring two
wonderful
performances
by, Karelle
Tremblay and
Pierre-Luc
Brillant, was a
delight and
viewers quickly
understood why
it was awarded,
Best Canadian
Feature Film at
last year's
Toronto Interna-
tional Film

Sold Out!

Festival.

A perfect ending to the annual
Film Festival was the ambitious and
creative Frangois Gerard film,
Hochelaga: Land of Souls. Even
though Montreal recently marked 375
years of History, Gerard's film spanned
almost 800 years where the souls of
all centuries and all cultures came
together.

As icing on the cake it was
perfectly introduced by a very engag-
ing Mohawk actor, Wahiakeron
George. He held the audience spell-
bound both before and after the film
and then joined 63 film stalwarts at Le
Cozy Café for a celebratory dinner to
mark the end of the Hudson Film

Festival 2019.
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