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Parrydise by James Parry
The Art of Stained Glass, The Art of Farm to Table, The Art of Global Warming
and more.

To parryphrase celebrated and
inspirational American writer and
poet, Stanley Horowitz, ‘Winter in
Hudson and environs is an etching,
spring a watercolour, summer an oil
painting, and autumn a mosaic of
them all.’ How simplistic, yet so
visually stunning!

In the coming months and
starting officially on December 21
when winter makes its debut, our
landscape will have been trans-
formed from an artist’s vibrant
palette of reds, golds, burnished
orange, and crimsons to white.
Which, according to physicists isn’t
artually a colour at all because it
does not have a specific wavelength.
Whatever that means. And yet
check out any paint store and you
will find a mind-boggling choice of
options. Go figure!

But it is a time when Mother
Nature will sleep for yet another
hopefully never-ending cycle.
Snowbirds, and I’m not just talking
about our feathered friends and if
they haven’t already, are heading
south to Trump Land albeit in
decreasing numbers. And non-
skiers, snowshoers, and
snowmobilers alike and such as
myself will tend to hunker down for
the seemingly-endless woeful winter
months to come. Ah, but life surely
goes on in this wonderful community
of ours with so much to see and do
and with so many positive people
who help make it happen all year
round.

THE ART OF STAINED GLASS

People like Father Roland
Demers, the beloved priest of Hud-
son’s St. Thomas Aquinas Church
since 1985 who has nothing but praise
for all those from throughout the
region and many of them non-Catho-
lics who converged on Reid Hall in
the basement there recently for a
wine and cheese reception to sponsor
a window. Yup, a window!

You see, all 29 windows in the
132 year-old church and two of them
incorporating stained glass are in
urgent need of replacement and
repair. Well, guess what? Even before

the evening was over, some $201,000
was raised for the cause. And that’s in
addition to $175,000 donated this past
August at a very special golf tourna-
ment at Whitlock Golf and Country
Club in Hudson and all going to pay
for excavation and renovations to the
basement hit by severe flooding, a
new kitchen, new wiring, and repairs
to the rectory roof.

Do the math folks. That’s an
incredible total of $376,000 raised in
just one year for this beautiful land-
mark building on Main Road in the
heart of Hudson! And with enough left
over this time around to install a
sophisticated liturgy screen in the
church as well as completely update
the rectory kitchen.

Says Father Demers, who prior
to being appointed to St. Thomas for
the Parish of Vaudreuil was Chap-
lain at nearby La Cité des Jeunes
High School for 16 years and Pastor
at St. Patrick of the Island
Church in Pincourt from 1979 to
1985, “Words simply cannot describe
how I feel about this wonderful
outpouring of love and concern for
our church. At both events, the
generosity and sense of caring on
the part of so many was so evident
and spontaneous. And I really do
believe that Hudson is the perfect
example of the perfect Canada with
its acceptance of different cultures
and faiths for the good of all in the
community.”

Adds Father Demers, whose
‘flock’ comprises some 2,000 families
from throughout the immediate
region, “And what particularly moved
me was the fact that so many who
came and contributed were not of
the Catholic faith but who wanted to
support St. Thomas Church and help
ensure that it will still be here for
generations to come. And now with a
completely refurbished basement
and, come next year, great win-
dows!”

Two of those windows, inciden-
tally, are being dedicated to Father
Demers himself and, in my humble
opinion, rightly so. For I was fasci-
nated to learn that at the age of 83
he still conducts an average of 100
baptisms a year in addition to nu-
merous weddings and funeral serv-

ices, holds Mass seven days a week,
regularly visits the infirm and elderly
and their families, while all the time
attending meetings that are all part of
his role as Parish Priest in our commu-
nity.

A sentiment shared for sure by
all those on the Window Sponsoring
Building Fundraiser Phase 11 commit-
tee which first met in May, 2018,
comprising Roberta & Greg Yeldon,
Manny & Maxine Perra, Louise &
David McAleer, Donald & Louise
Thevenot, Carol & Dick LaRonde,
Christine & Mark Serre, Claudia &
Anthony Snell, and Carolyn
Schooner.
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