_.,,!
3

W )

i s Do A
g

~Film Festl\hLaT—-lﬁ -

La
-

%
.
-~ "

“Annual Pantomime™

s
g E 5 F.f;..-_._""‘ F

£

i

\

‘l‘l 'r,'u::1.

'r’rg::;"l ..i! 'IIJ- : )

T | A
' ‘__..Ilﬁ {E#:I



Arts Hudson is published in spring,
summer, fall and winter editions by
Arts Hudson, a non-profit corpora-
tion established under the Canada
Not-for-Profit Corporations Act.

It is distributed free of charge

through outlets in Hudson, the West

Island, St. Lazare, Rigaud,
Vaudreuil and eastern Ontario.

If you wish to receive the Arts
Hudson magazine by mail, please
send your name, address and a
$15.00 cheque made out to Arts
Hudson to cover mailing and han-
dling for one year to the address
below.

Arts Hudson
P.O Box 415
Hudson, QC JOP 1HO

artshudson.org
art@artshudson.org

Editor - Bert Markgraf

Contributors:

Kathryn Lamb - Theatre

Terry O'Shaughnessy - Heritage
James Parry - People

Clint Ward - Film

Vivianne LaRiviere - Spirituality
Heather Markgraf - Photographer

Virtual Contributor:
Art Macdonald - Art’s Hudson

Copyright Arts Hudson 2018.

Table of Contents

Art’s Hudson - inside front cover
Parrydise - page 1

New Artistic Director - page 3
Hudson Film Festival - page 5
Fessenden Follies Review - page 7
Along the River’'s Edge - page 9

The Art of Global Warming - page 11

Chamber Music Series - page 13
Greenwood - page 15
“The Back Page"” - inside back cover

List of Hudson Websites - back cover

Calendar:
December - page 7
January - page 18
February- page 19
March - page 20

Art’'s Hudson
by Art MacDonald

An early cold snap and a
missing Indian Summer (are we
even allowd to call it that
anymore?) had Hudson residents
bundled up and sporting umbrellas
as they went about their Christmas
shopping and enjoyed some thea-
tre, films and Christmas events.
The annual Santa Claus parade
went on as scheduled on a rainy,
cold Sunday with Santa, below,
under an umbrella.

Just like the parade, many
artsy events carried on despite the
weather. James Parry writes about
the stained glass windows at St.
Thomas Church, an innovative
farm-to-table concept and a local
artist concerned about climate
change. We have a new artistic
director at Village Theatre and
Kathryn Lamb has the interview.
The annual Hudson Film Festival is
coming up in the spring and the
Panto at Village Theatre is selling
out quickly. Our
winter edition
covers a lot of
ground although
Hudson is quiet in
January and
February with only
the odd film,
comedy night,
Burns night or
opera to lure
people out of
hibernation (see
our calendar of
events).

This fall, the
Greenwood
StoryFest brought
authors and liter-
ary fans together
for a successful
series of events
while at Village
Theatre the new
Clock Master
Productions pre-
sented the world
premiere of David
Fennario’s
Fessenden Follies,
in a break from
Fennario’s usual
type of work in
that it was a revue
rather than a

formal play. Everyone had fun with

the steam punk theme and Kathryn
Lamb reviews the revue on page 7

of this issue.

In her Along the River’s Edge
ccolumn, Viviane LaRiviere looks for
meaning in today’s Christmas
celebrations and we can pass the
depths of winter looking forward to
the March concert of the Chamber
Music Series.

We at Arts Hudson wish you a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year and we’ll continue to bring you
artistic stories from our region. All
art has a story behind it; the artist
tries to present the story and, if the
viewer can see it, the link is closed
and the art has great value. We try
to help close a few links.
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Santa Claus Parade
Photograph by Heather Markgraf




Parrydise by James Parry
The Art of Stained Glass, The Art of Farm to Table, The Art of Global Warming

and more.

To parryphrase celebrated and
inspirational American writer and
poet, Stanley Horowitz, ‘Winter in
Hudson and environs is an etching,
spring a watercolour, summer an oil
painting, and autumn a mosaic of
them all.” How simplistic, yet so
visually stunning!

In the coming months and
starting officially on December 21
when winter makes its debut, our
landscape will have been trans-
formed from an artist’s vibrant
palette of reds, golds, burnished
orange, and crimsons to white.
Which, according to physicists isn’t
artually a colour at all because it
does not have a specific wavelength.
Whatever that means. And yet
check out any paint store and you
will find a mind-boggling choice of
options. Go figure!

But it is a time when Mother
Nature will sleep for yet another
hopefully never-ending cycle.
Snowbirds, and I’'m not just talking
about our feathered friends and if
they haven’t already, are heading
south to Trump Land albeit in
decreasing numbers. And non-
skiers, snowshoers, and
snowmobilers alike and such as
myself will tend to hunker down for
the seemingly-endless woeful winter
months to come. Ah, but life surely
goes on in this wonderful community
of ours with so much to see and do
and with so many positive people
who help make it happen all year
round.

THE ART OF STAINED GLASS

People like Father Roland
Demers, the beloved priest of Hud-
son’s St. Thomas Aquinas Church
since 1985 who has nothing but praise
for all those from throughout the
region and many of them non-Catho-
lics who converged on Reid Hall in
the basement there recently for a
wine and cheese reception to sponsor
a window. Yup, a window!

You see, all 29 windows in the
132 year-old church and two of them
incorporating stained glass are in
urgent need of replacement and
repair. Well, guess what? Even before
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Father Roland Demers
with stained glass window

Photograph by James Parry

the evening was over, some $201,000
was raised for the cause. And that’s in
addition to $175,000 donated this past
August at a very special golf tourna-
ment at Whitlock Golf and Country
Club in Hudson and all going to pay
for excavation and renovations to the
basement hit by severe flooding, a
new kitchen, new wiring, and repairs
to the rectory roof.

Do the math folks. That’'s an
incredible total of $376,000 raised in
just one year for this beautiful land-
mark building on Main Road in the
heart of Hudson! And with enough left
over this time around to install a
sophisticated liturgy screen in the
church as well as completely update
the rectory kitchen.

Says Father Demers, who prior
to being appointed to St. Thomas for
the Parish of Vaudreuil was Chap-
lain at nearby La Cité des Jeunes
High School for 16 years and Pastor
at St. Patrick of the Island
Church in Pincourt from 1979 to
1985, “Words simply cannot describe
how | feel about this wonderful
outpouring of love and concern for
our church. At both events, the
generosity and sense of caring on
the part of so many was so evident
and spontaneous. And I really do
believe that Hudson is the perfect
example of the perfect Canada with
its acceptance of different cultures
and faiths for the good of all in the
community.”

Adds Father Demers, whose
‘flock’ comprises some 2,000 families
from throughout the immediate
region, “And what particularly moved
me was the fact that so many who
came and contributed were not of
the Catholic faith but who wanted to
support St. Thomas Church and help
ensure that it will still be here for
generations to come. And now with a
completely refurbished basement
and, come next year, great win-
dows!”

Two of those windows, inciden-
tally, are being dedicated to Father
Demers himself and, in my humble
opinion, rightly so. For | was fasci-
nated to learn that at the age of 83
he still conducts an average of 100
baptisms a year in addition to nu-
merous weddings and funeral serv-
ices, holds Mass seven days a week,
regularly visits the infirm and elderly
and their families, while all the time
attending meetings that are all part of
his role as Parish Priest in our commu-
nity.

A sentiment shared for sure by
all those on the Window Sponsoring
Building Fundraiser Phase 11 commit-
tee which first met in May, 2018,
comprising Roberta & Greg Yeldon,
Manny & Maxine Perra, Louise &
David McAleer, Donald & Louise
Thevenot, Carol & Dick LaRonde,
Christine & Mark Serre, Claudia &
Anthony Snell, and Carolyn
Schooner.

(continued on page 2)
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